THE EVIDENCE  OF THE FIRST FOLIO

death of the latter. It has been suggested that
the preparations for the Folio were even then in
train.

CONCLUSION
Apart from the external evidence submitted in
these pages, the resemblance between the "Wei-
beck" and "Ashbourne" portraits, the almost
certain discovery of the Sonnets at Hackney, it must
be admitted that Edward de Vere possessed the
qualifications required of "Shakespeare/3 A
cultured aristocrat, he knew French and Italian;
had lived in Italy; Padua, Venice, Milan, Verona
were all known to him. Poet, playwright,
courtier, patron of the drama, he was in touch
with the political movements and the versatile
spirits of the age; while in the judgement of the
best critics, his compositions were second to none.
His life-history contained all the tragedy that we
surmise fell to the lot of " Shakespeare," and that
is reflected in the Sonnets and the plays. He
apparently found in his second marriage a quiet
breakwater, for the widowed Countess Elizabeth
Trentham desired in her Will (1612) "to be
buried in the church of Hackney within the
county of Middlesex, as near unto the bodie of
my said late deare and noble lorde and husband
as maye bee, and that to be done as privately and
with as little pomp and ceremonie as possibly may
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